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I am grateful to the committee members for taking the time to discuss my 
petition.  I am especially grateful to Michelle Ballantyne, MSP for her 
expression of empathy and clear understanding of the situation faced by 
horse owners during fireworks displays. 

Thank you also for the Scottish Government’s submission of 7th June, 2018 
and the submission of 8th June, 2018 by the Minister for Small Business, 
Consumers and Corporate Responsibility. 

There are 2 points that I take from the abovementioned submissions: 1) The 
antisocial or misuse of fireworks and 2) the consequent impact on the 
emergency services.  Both of these points are also very relevant to animals in 
rural areas. 

The “Scottish Ministers recognise concerns about the antisocial use of 
fireworks” (page 1, para 3).  Fireworks displays, by nature, are social events 
and do not require to be anti-social in order to affect animals.  Arguably, the 
qualitative difference between an intentional firework launch and an anti-social 
firework launch is an absence of malice.  By design, the nature of a firework is 
to launch from one place – (i.e. a celebrant’s garden) and land elsewhere – 
(i.e. potentially in a paddock or combustible steading). 

The Scottish Government also notes “…it is for each local authority to decide 
if it wishes to license public firework displays under its Public Entertainment 
Licensing regime within the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982” (page 1, 
para 3).  This serves to highlight the rigorous control of public displays and 
stands in stark contrast to the lack of control over private displays. 

The Scottish Government submission states:  “Following high profile incidents 
targeting emergency service workers during bonfire night…..the First Minister 
committed to review whether further action was needed around misuse or 
antisocial behaviour related to fireworks…” (page 2, para 1).   I acknowledge 
that all necessary steps should be taken to prevent attacks of this nature on 
emergency responders.  I also acknowledge the efforts made by Police 
Scotland and Scottish Fire and Rescue Service to manage fireworks, promote 
safety and raise public awareness.  However, an important consideration here 
relates to response times for emergency services in rural areas, especially in 
the event of a fire.  The majority of livestock and horses are housed in 
combustible shelters, with combustible bedding and even combustible fodder.  

It is apparent that, on the subject of fireworks, much consideration is given to 
those contexts with dense populations and the subsequent demands placed 
upon emergency responders and associated resources.  Despite the best 
efforts of the emergency services, there is no doubt that, at fireworks’ times of 
year, they are in heavy demand and under increasing pressure from anti-
social activities.  This high demand in urban areas can only serve to highlight 
the subsequent reduced availability to provide cover for emergency situations 



in rural areas where hydrants are not readily available, access may be limited 
in unlit areas, journey times are lengthy due to distance travelled and 
consequently, response time is delayed.   
 
One of the concerns that I raised in the petition is that actions, especially 
under law, are reactive and only apply after something has gone wrong.  
“These maximum penalties can be applied to the offence of causing 
unnecessary suffering to an animal” (page 1, para 6).  However, reaction after 
the fact applies to all contexts: in anti-social behaviour (causing unnecessary 
suffering to animals) and impact on emergency services (responding to a fire 
caused by fireworks in rural areas).  Arguably, such a reaction is expensive, 
protracted and, most importantly, only applicable once an animal has 
suffered.   
 
What would be encouraging, is if the Scottish Parliament and Westminster 
could seize the initiative and adopt a preventive and pro-active approach to 
the restriction of fireworks in rural areas as opposed to the current reactive 
approach.  The old saying never seemed more appropriate in that, when 
fireworks are launched, ‘the horse has most definitely bolted’.  A level of 
preventive regulation that could enforce that ‘the stable door is firmly shut’ 
beforehand (i.e. restricting fireworks outwith urban areas), would seem a 
sensible solution.  Such protection of animals in rural areas would certainly 
free the resources required from Police Scotland and Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service, allowing them to concentrate their forces in urban areas.  


